
1st Year Students 2019 

Teacher: Aldana Spinozzi 

Summer Reading Assignment 

 

 
BOOK: DAIRY OF A WIMPY KID – BOOK 1 (by Jeff Kinney) 

STUDENT’S NAME: ________________________________________________ 

After reading the book, do the following activities. All the work must be completed individually and 
handed in the first Literature lesson in March 2019.  
 

♥♥Enjoy the story!♥♥ 

 
 

Comic Strip - 35 Pts. 

Directions: 
Using your own artistic skills or an online resource, such as http://www.toondoo.com/ 
create a comic strip illustrating the sequence of main events in your book 
Example: 

 

Technology resources: 
http://www.makebeliefscomix.com
/ http://www.toondoo.com/ 
http://donnayoung.org/art/comics.
htm 
Assessment Checklist: 
Comic Strip clearly presents sequence of main events in chronological 
order 

/15

Minimum of 5-8 comic panels (boxes) with appropriate dialogue and 
illustrations 

/10

Projects shows evidence of thoughtfulness and creativity /10
TOTAL /35



 

 
 

Create an Event or BioTimeline - 35 Pts. 

Directions: 
Create a timeline of 7-10 dates for the life of a main character in the book. Be creative and use 
logic and artistic skills to create your timeline. Add something special 
(pictures, etc) to your timeline as an extra “Ta Dah!” 

Example: 
 

 
Technology resources: 
Use this interactive tool to create a timeline http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-
afterschool- resources/games-tools/timeline-tool-30246.html 
Template for timeline http://www.teachervision.fen.com/tv/printables/botr/botr_006_15-
15.pdf 
Assessment Checklist: 

Includes 7-10 dates or events in the life of the main character /15

Uses images and words /10

Project shows evidence of thoughtfulness and creativity /10
TOTAL /35

Rap/Song - 30 Pts. 

Directions: 
Write and/or record a rap or song about the story in the book. You may use a familiar tune 
to create your rap/song. 

Example: 
Sample rap for the Phases of the Moon 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXK63GpwUqs  

Technology resources: 
Familiar tunes to create rap/song 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1026/lyrics.pdf 

Assessment Checklist: 
Based upon a character from the story /10
Logically uses key ideas from text to demonstrate understanding /10
Poetically/musically appealing /5
Project shows evidence of thoughtfulness and creativity /5

TOTAL /30



2nd Year Students 2019 

Teacher: Aldana Spinozzi 

Summer Reading Assignment 

 

 

BOOK: IN THE SHADOW OF THE MOUNTAIN (by Helen Naylor) 

STUDENT’S NAME: ________________________________________________ 

After reading the book, do the following activities. All the work must be completed individually and handed 
in the first Literature lesson in March 2019 

♥♥♥Enjoy the story!♥♥♥ 

 

1. Do you think Edward Crowe’s death was an accident? Why? Why not? 

2. Imagine you are making a film of In the Shadow of the Mountain. Which actors would you choose to play 
Clare and Bruno? Would you make any changes to the story? 

3. Do you think In the Shadow of the Mountain is a good title? Make up an alternative. Explain your choice 

4. Either: write the article that Clare wrote for the Daily News. Or: write the article that actually appeared in 
the Daily News. 

5. What happens to Clare and Bruno after the end of the story? Write another chapter. 

6. Imagine Bruno wrote to Clare instead of phoning (pages 95–96). Write Bruno’s letter or Clare’s reply. 



3rd Year Students 2019 

Teacher: Emiliana Guillén Muttis 

Summer reading assignment 

 

BOOK: THE GIVER (by Lois Lowry) 

STUDENT’S NAME: ________________________________________________ 

After reading the book, do the following activities. All the work must be completed individually 
and handed in the first Literature lesson in March 2019.  
 

ASSIGNMENT ONE: Write between three and five newspaper headlines summarizing the main 

events in the story. (in a newspaper style) 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT TWO: Complete the chapter analysis. Answer all the questions in full sentences 

using a wide range of vocabulary and minding your grammar. 

 

 

Paragraph One (5-15 sentences): 

 

1- Who is the protagonist of the story? Describe his physical appearance and his 

personality. Are you similar to this character? Why or why not? 

2- Where does he live? Is his community similar or different to yours? In what ways? 

3- What does the yearly ceremony consist of? Have you ever been to a ceremony like that 

one? 

 

 

Paragraph Two (5-15 sentences): 

 

1- Name four qualifications that Jonas has for being the Receiver of Memory. 

2- Which item in the list of duties and responsibilities frightens Jonas? Why? 

3- Do you think that he got a good job? If you were in the community, which job would you 

apply to? Why? 

 

 

Paragraph Three (5-15 sentences): 

 

1- Why do you think that Jonas’ departure from the community lead to a possible change? 

Do you agree with his decision? Would you do the same if you were in his position? 

2- List two questions that the author leaves unanswered at the end of this book. Did you 

like the way it ends? Why or why not? 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT THREE: Project. Choose one 

 

- POSTCARDS. Write postcards from one character in the story to another. Consider who 

the postcard should be from, what the image should be and what the character might 

say to the other. (at least 3) 

- STATUS UPDATES. Create a series of Facebook-style status updates written from the 

perspective of an important character in the story. Show understanding of the 

character’s voice and the important events in the story. (at least 3) 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT FOUR:  

 

- EPILOGUE. Write an epilogue describing what happens to each of the important 

characters after the story ends. (about 80 words) 



4th Year Students 2019 

Teacher: Sue Matthew 

Summer Reading Assignment 

 

 

BOOK: CRY, THE BELOVED COUNTRY (By Alan Paton) 

STUDENT’S NAME: ________________________________________________ 

After reading the book (or each group of chapters), do the following activities. All the 
work must be completed individually and handed in the first Literature class in March 
2019.Your answers must be written on lined A4 paper.  

There is a word list on pages 94/95 to help you understand new vocabulary. 

 

Book One  

Chapters 1-5 

1. What have you learnt about each of these characters? 
a. Stephen Kumalo 
b. Gertrude Kumalo 
c. Absalom Msimangu 
d. Theophilus Msmangu 
e. John Kumalo 

 

2. What emotions do you think Stephen Kumalo feels at each of these times? Give 
reasons for your answers. 

a. The arrival of a letter from Johannesburg 
b. The train journey to Johannesburg 
c. The disappearance of the young man at the bus station 
d. His arrival at Reverend Msimangu’s Mission Home 

 

Chapters 6-11 

3. Since he las saw them, which of Stephen Kumalo’s relatives has: 
a. Developed strong political views? 
b. Been to prison? 
c. Done weel financially? 
d. Sold alcohol? 
e. Separated from his wife? 

 
4. Why do Stepen Kamalo and Msimangu walk to Alexandra instead of taking the 

bus? 
 
 
 



Chapters 12-17 

5. Who is speaking and what are they talking about? 
a. “I have heard what you fear. It is true.” 
b. “Who will belive your son?” 
c. Why else do we live?” 
d. “I shall take the case for you, Mr. Kumalo, pro Deo, as we say.” 

 

Book Two  

Chapters 1-6 

6. What was the name of the man whom Absolom shot? What king of man was 
he? 

7. According to the author, will the discovery of gold in Odendaalsrust bring 
benefits to black people in South Africa? Give reasons for your answer. 

 

Chapters 7-11 

8. Do you think the newspaper report about more killings affects what happens to 
Absalom? Why/why not? 

9. What does the judge decide to do with: 
a. Absalom? 
b. The other two boys? 

 

Book Three 

Chapters 1-7 

10. Answer the questions: 
a. Why does Kumalo think he should leave the area? Does he go? 
b. What is Msimangu’s las gift to Kumalo? 
c. What does the small boy on the red horse remind Kumalo of? 
d. Why do you think Jarvis wants to help the black community? 
e. What happens in the city while Kumalo in on the mountain? 

 

 



 5th Year Students 2019  

Teacher: Sue Matthew 

  Summer Reading Assignment 

 

BOOK: THE WOMAN IN WHITE (By Wilkie Collins) 

STUDENT’S NAME: ________________________________________________ 

 

Instructions: 

You must read the book and answer some questions. 

You will find the questions at the end of the book. They are grouped together according to 

chapter numbers. 

The ‘Before you read’ activities are to help you think about what you are going to read. Do 

not write any answers. 

The ‘While you read’ activities are to be answered on lined A4 paper, and given in during 

the first Literature lesson in March 2019. 

The ‘After you read’ questions will be done in class. 

 

NB The written work is individual.  
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